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so lofty, and whose ingenuous conversation often shews, in a
strain kali serious and half jesting, all that he wishes to be able
to do for his country. He cultivates a inendly connexion with
many Europeans, distinguished by their rank or their merit ;
he appears not to seek connexions of any other kind Within
the last year or two he has been less in society than formerly.

"R-AMMOHUisr ROTS, as has already been shewn, is not yet
forty years old , he is tall and robust , his regular features and
habitually grave countenance assume a most pleasing appear-
ance when he is animated. He appears to have a slight
disposition to melancholy. The whole of his conversation and
manners shew, at first sight, that he is above mediocrity. He
frequently talks of going into Europe, but apparently considers
it desirable first to molify so far the prejudices of his country-
men that he may not by that voyage, which is regarded as
unlaAvful, expo.so himself to excommunication. It is very
doubtful whether lie will succeed in this attempt ; the hope,
however, which he ulienshes, is a decided proof of the character
of his mind. ..

"It is singular that this philosophic Indian, who, as has
been shewn in this htble yketch, has enlarged views respecting
the amelioration of the men of his country, has not the least
idea of improving the females ; of whom he avoids even the
mention. We must suppose that this sort of prejudice, inspired
by the Shasters, though general amongst the Hindoos, has been
perpetuated In so enlightened a mind only by the circumstances
of RAMMOHUN BOY'a domestic life : it is known, that every
member of his family verifies the proverb, by opposing with
the greatest vehemence all his projects of reform. None of
them, not even his wife, would accompany him to Calcutta ;
in consequence of which he rarely visits them in Bordouan,
whore they reside. They have disputed with him even the
superintendence of the education of his nephews ; and his
fanatical mother shews as much ardour in her incessant opposi-
tion to him, as he displays in his attempts to destroy the